8                 PERSONAL LIFE OF GEORGE GKOTE.         CHAP. I.

On leaving Charterhouse, with strong leanings towards
intellectual culture^ which would have been more suit-
ably fostered by his entering upon academic life, George
Grote was required by his father to devote himself to the
banking business in Threadneedle Street. Accordingly,
at the early age of sixteen, he commenced that profession
which he steadily pursued for thirty-two years, notwith-
standing the distractions of a public nature which overtook
him in 1830, and which, as will hereafter be seen, compelled
him to enter the political arena whilst still an active
member of the banking-house of Prescott, Grote, and
Company,r advancing in the
